
Certificate of Sponsorship: Key to Skilled Worker 

Visas in the UK 

A Certificate of Sponsorship (CoS) is a fundamental requirement for skilled workers aiming to 

work in the United Kingdom under the Skilled Worker Visa category. This document, issued by 

an employer who is a licensed sponsor, confirms that a foreign worker has a valid job offer and 

meets the necessary criteria for the position. The CoS is central to the visa application process, 

ensuring that the UK can attract skilled professionals while maintaining control over immigration. 

This comprehensive guide delves into the importance of the CoS, the process of obtaining one, 

and its implications for both employers and employees. 

Understanding the Certificate of Sponsorship 

The Certificate of Sponsorship is essentially a reference number that holds information about 

the job and the prospective employee. It is not a physical certificate but a digital document 

stored on the UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI) database. This reference number is required 

when applying for a Skilled Worker Visa, linking the visa application to the specific job offer. The 

CoS confirms that the employer has met the eligibility requirements and that the job role is 

appropriate for sponsorship under the Skilled Worker Visa category. 

 

https://www.visasimple.com/certificate.html


Employer Responsibilities and the Sponsorship Process 

For an employer to issue a CoS, they must first be approved by the UK Home Office as a 

licensed sponsor. This involves demonstrating that the business is genuine, solvent, and 

capable of fulfilling sponsorship duties. The licensing process requires the employer to provide 

detailed information about the business and its operations, along with evidence of its ability to 

meet sponsorship obligations. Once approved, the employer receives a sponsor license, 

allowing them to issue CoS to qualifying employees. 

The process of issuing a CoS involves several steps. Firstly, the employer must determine if the 

job role meets the requirements for sponsorship. The job must be at an appropriate skill level, 

and the salary must meet or exceed the minimum threshold set by the Home Office. 

Additionally, the employer must ensure that they have conducted a thorough recruitment 

process to confirm that no suitable local workers are available for the position, if applicable. 

Once these conditions are met, the employer can assign a CoS to the prospective employee. 

This involves entering details about the job role, salary, and employee information into the UKVI 

database. Each CoS is unique and includes information about the job, the worker, and the 

sponsoring employer. After the CoS is assigned, the employee can use the reference number to 

apply for their Skilled Worker Visa. 

Employee Responsibilities and the Visa Application 

For the prospective employee, obtaining a CoS is a crucial step in the visa application process. 

The CoS confirms that the job offer is valid and meets the necessary criteria for a Skilled 

Worker Visa. Once the CoS is issued, the employee can proceed with their visa application, 

which involves providing personal details, proof of identity, and other supporting documents. 

The visa application must include the CoS reference number and information about the job role 

and employer. Additionally, the employee must demonstrate their English language proficiency 

and meet the financial requirements for their visa category. The application process can be 

complex, requiring careful preparation and attention to detail to ensure all requirements are met. 

Benefits of the Certificate of Sponsorship 

The Certificate of Sponsorship offers several benefits for both employers and employees. For 

employers, it allows them to recruit skilled workers from outside the UK, filling roles that may be 

challenging to staff locally. This can enhance the business's capabilities and contribute to its 

growth and success. Additionally, being a licensed sponsor can improve the company's 

reputation and attractiveness to international talent. 

For employees, a CoS provides a pathway to live and work in the UK, offering opportunities for 

career advancement and personal growth. The Skilled Worker Visa, supported by a CoS, allows 

employees to bring their family members to the UK, enhancing their overall quality of life. 



Additionally, holding a Skilled Worker Visa can lead to permanent residency in the UK, providing 

long-term stability and security. 

Challenges and Considerations 

While the CoS and Skilled Worker Visa process offers many benefits, it also comes with 

challenges and considerations. Employers must navigate the complex requirements of 

becoming a licensed sponsor and maintaining compliance with sponsorship duties. This 

includes keeping accurate records, reporting changes in employee circumstances, and ensuring 

ongoing adherence to immigration laws. Non-compliance can result in penalties, including the 

loss of the sponsor license. 

For employees, the visa application process can be demanding, requiring the submission of 

extensive documentation and adherence to strict deadlines. Additionally, the cost of applying for 

a Skilled Worker Visa and associated fees can be significant. It is essential for both employers 

and employees to stay informed about changes in immigration policies and requirements to 

ensure a smooth and successful application process. 

Conclusion 

The Certificate of Sponsorship is a pivotal element in the UK immigration system, facilitating the 

employment of skilled workers from abroad. By understanding the responsibilities and 

processes involved, both employers and employees can navigate the system effectively, 

reaping the benefits of international talent and opportunities. Whether you are an employer 

looking to expand your workforce or an employee seeking new career prospects in the UK, the 

CoS is your key to unlocking the potential of skilled migration. 
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